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PPS RECORDS FOR 
341-343 BROADWAY 

(Original Address:  179-181 Broadway, 1886-1893) 
PLAT 28, LOT 860 

 
HERMAN G. POSSNER HOUSE 

Built 1885-1886  
 

 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
“A 2-1/2 story, mansard-roof, Queen Anne, 2-family house with 2-story bay window with trellis-
work trim surmounted by a gable with Palladian window.  Although this house has lost much of 
its detailing, the stained-glass transom panels in the windows and the detailing at the roofline 
suggest a sampling of the richness of the original treatment.”  
 Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic Resources, by Edward F. Sanderson and 
 Wm. MacKenzie Woodward (1986), p. 154:  343 Broadway, Herman G. Possner House, 

(1888). 
 
The house stands on a 5,000 square foot lot on the north side of Broadway between Knight and 
Vinton Streets (two lots east of Knight Street).  The lot measures 50 feet wide on Broadway, and 
100 feet deep.  
 
 
HISTORY: 
 
In June 1885, Herman G. Possner, an employee of the Providence Dairy Company living on 
Friendship Street, bought a vacant 5,000 sq.ft. lot of land on the north side of Broadway from 
the Coventry Savings Bank.  By May 1886 Possner had erected this two-family house, which 
then had the address of 181 Broadway (the address 179 Broadway was used from 1887-1893).  
Possner (who later worked for the William R. Lane Co. jewelry manufacturer) and his wife lived 
in the house until 1898; their son Hugo A. Possner, an artist, lived with them from 1896-1898.  
They then moved to Cranston, but continued to own this house as a rental property until 1910. 
 
The Possners apparently did not rent out the other apartment in the house until 1894, when 
William H. Morgan moved into 343 Broadway (the Possners still lived at 341 Broadway).  Mr. 
Morgan and his wife lived here most of the year (maintaining a summer residence at Prudence 
Park) from 1894-1910. 
 
In 1910 the Possners sold the house to Thomas and Annie Carmody; he was a grocer.  The 
Carmodys lived at 343 Broadway and rented out the apartment at 341 Broadway.   Mrs. 
Carmody and her children continued to own the house until 1969.  Since then the house has 
changed hands three times.  The current owner, Mona Barbera, bought the house in 2001. 
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DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:1 
 
From the founding of Providence in 1636 until well into the early 19th century, the lands west of 
the Providence River and south of the Woonasquatucket River were only sparsely settled, used 
primarily for agricultural purposes.  By the late 18th century, major roads such as Cranston and 
Westminster Streets had been laid out, but the area now traversed by Broadway was still 
farmland.  A residential neighborhood did not begin to take shape until the 1820s, as 
Providence’s economy turned to manufacturing, the railroads arrived, and Providence began its 
transformation into an industrial city.  
 
Most of the Federal Hill neighborhood’s original residents were artisans, skilled workers, and 
laborers, who settled in and around Atwells Avenue (laid out 1809-1810); this area was later 
transformed by a rising tide of immigrants (first the Irish, then the Italians) into a densely 
populated working class ethnic neighborhood.  Meanwhile, the city's’ rapidly growing middle 
class was also attracted to Federal Hill, with its ample open space for large house lots and its 
proximity to Downtown.  
 
Broadway was first laid out in 1834 from Sabin Street to Dean Street, and in 1854 was extended 
to Olneyville and widened to 80 feet,  thus becoming Providence’s widest street at the time.  
Property owners on either side of the street began to plat their lands for residential 
development.  Soon Broadway was one of Providence’s most stylish residential boulevards, its 
convenience to Downtown enhanced by the introduction of public transportation in the 1860s 
(first horse-drawn streetcars, later improved with a street railway and then electric streetcars). 
The Herman G. Possner House at 341-343 Broadway was built during a period of heavy 
development on the street, in conjunction with Broadway’s evolution into a fashionable address.  
By 1900, Broadway was lined with handsome, impressive mansions belonging to the city’s 
increasingly wealthy industrial and merchant elite.  Most of these survive today, many of them 
converted to commercial (office or retail) or mixed uses but some, like this one, still in their 
original residential use.    
 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
341-343 Broadway is located within the Broadway Armory Historic District, listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1974.  It is also located within the Broadway Historic District 
designated under the City of Providence’s zoning ordinance in 1982; exterior repairs and 
alterations are regulated by the Providence Historic District Commission. 
 
 
RECORDS  
(All found in Providence City Hall, in the office indicated,  unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (Archives and Registry of Deeds)  
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  Plate 
XV shows the area north of “High Street or Plainfield Road” (now Westminster Street) and west 
of “Abbott’s or Tan Yard Land” (now Dean Street).  Broadway does not yet exist, but a right-of-

                                                      
1 Sources:  Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic Resources, by Edward F. Sanderson and William 
MacKenzie Woodward (Providence, 1986), pages 13-15 and 153; National Register Nomination for the 
Broadway-Armory Historic District (1982). 
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way called Whitman or Love Lane extending north from Plainfield Road follows the same 
alignment as Knight Street.  The land east of Love Lane, roughly where Broadway is now, 
belongs to John P. and William Jones and is labeled “Part of the James Angell Farm.” 
(Archives) 
 
1855:  “Map of Lands Belonging to the Estate of Elisha Dyer, deceased,” surveyed and drawn 
by William S. Haines, July 1855.  Shows the division of land among the various heirs of Elisha 
Dyer.  At the northeast corner of Broadway and Knight Street is a lot of 51,731 sq.ft. labeled “A” 
and designated for Mrs. Frances Dyer.  This lot has 173 feet of frontage on Broadway, and 
includes the future site of 341-343 Broadway.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling, page C-2, shows the north side of Broadway 
between Knight and Sutton Street (Vinton Street does not exist yet; this block extends all the 
way north to Atwells Avenue).  The lot at the northeast corner of Broadway and Knight is owned 
by Mrs. F. Dyer, and is entirely vacant; no lot size is indicated.  (What is now the block bounded 
by Broadway, Knight, Grove and Vinton Streets is entirely vacant.)  (Archives) 
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 3 (Wards 4, 7, 10), Plate D 
shows the block of Broadway bounded by Knight Street on the west, Vinton Street on the east, 
and the Grove Street right-of-way (not yet built at this time).  A large 51,731 sq.ft. vacant lot at 
the northeast corner of Broadway and Knight belongs to Elisha Dyer (same configuration as on 
the Elisah Dyer Plat map of 1855).  This lot is still vacant, but five other houses have been built 
elsewhere in the block.  Broadway has a horse-drawn streetcar line by this time. (Archives) 
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 14, shows the same large 
vacant lot at the northeast corner of Broadway and Knight (lot size and owner name are not 
indicated).  Several more houses have been built on Vinton Street since 1875.  Water and 
sewer lines are available on Broadway by this time.  The Grove Street right of way still has not 
been built between Knight and Vinton Streets.  (Archives) 
   
1886:  “Plat of House Lots Belonging to the Coventry Savings Bank, Subdivided from a Map of 
Land Belonging to the Estate of Elisha Dyer Deceased [1855],” copied and divided by J. Albert 
Monroe in May 1878, subdivided by Louis B. Vaughan in November 1886.  Recorded in Plat 
Book 17, Page 31, copied on card 572.  This map shows the block bounded by Broadway, 
Knight, Grove and Vinton Streets.  Lot #14 (the future site of 341-343 Broadway) is the second 
lot west of Knight Street:  measuring 50 by 100 feet and containing 5,000 sq.ft.  (Registry of 
Deeds) 
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 10, pages 48-49, shows the 
house numbered 343 Broadway on a 5,000 sq.ft. lot.  No owner’s name is indicated.  A street 
railway line runs along the length of Broadway, and sewer lines have been installed on 
Broadway and Vinton Streets.  Much but not all of this block has been built up at this time:  only 
two vacant lots remain (including the lot directly east of 343 Broadway).  (Archives) 
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 28 shows Lot 860 on the north side of Broadway, two lots east 
of Knight Street.  The lot contains 5,000 sq.ft. and measures 50 feet on Broadway by 100 feet 
deep.  This map does not indicate any building footprints, street addresses, or owner names. 
(Archives) 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 4, shows 341-343 Broadway 
on a 5,000 sq.ft. lot owned by H.G. Possner et ux.  The lot has no outbuildings.  The entire block 
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bounded by Broadway, Knight, Grove and Vinton Streets is built out, and sewer and water lines 
have been installed in all surrounding streets. (Archives) 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 8, shows 341-343 Broadway 
on a 5,000 sq.ft. lot owned by T. Carmody.  (The street address is not given, but the building is 
there.)  Broadway now has electric streetcars.  The map references the Coventry Savings Bank 
Plat on card 572. (Archives) 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 8, shows 341-343 Broadway 
on a 5,000 sq.ft. lot owned by T. Carmody.  The map refers to the Coventry Savings Bank Plat  
on card 572. (Archives) 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 8, shows 341-343 Broadway 
on a 5,000 sq.ft. lot owned by A. Carmody.  The map refers to the Coventry Savings Bank Plat  
on card 572.  (Archives) 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
Permit #3296-386, dated August 11, 1885: Herman G. Possner of 351 Friendship Street intends 
to build a 2-story wood 2-tenement dwelling, about 37 feet tall, on the north side of Broadway 
between Knight and Broadway [sic], on estate owned by Herman G. Possner.  The builder was 
Henry P. Evans.  The estimated construction costs were $6,500.  (Note:  next to this figure is 
another number in pencil, “$10,000,” which is closer to the assessed value of the house in 1886; 
see tax records, below.)  
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 331, Page 303:  On June 26, 1885, the Coventry Savings Bank sold to Herman G. 
Possner, for $100, a 5,000 sq.ft. lot on the north side of Broadway, measuring 50 feet on 
Broadway and 100 feet deep.  The lot was part of a tract marked “A” on the 1855 Plat of the 
Elisha Dyer Estate (Plat Book 4, Page 53, copied on card 127).  The deed does not mention any 
buildings on the lot.  [Note:  Possner also bought a lot next door to the east; see DB 331/441.] 
 
Deed Book 349, Pages 283 and 285:  On January 12, 1899, Herman G. Possner and wife 
Amelia sold their two lots on Broadway to Albert P. Possner for $10, and then promptly bought 
them both back that same day. 
 
Deed Book 510, Page 459:  On May 13, 1910, Herman G. Possner and his wife Amelia of 
Cranston sold to Thomas Carmody and his wife Annie T. Carmody of Providence, for $100, a lot 
of land with buildings and improvements on it on the north side of Broadway, measuring 50 feet 
wide by 100 feet deep, which was lot #14 on the Coventry Savings Bank Plat of 1886 (copied on 
card 572).  The deed notes that the lot was a portion of the property conveyed to the grantors by 
Albert P. Possner on January 12, 1899  (DB 349/285). 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
City Directories 
 
[Note:  City Directories, dating back to 1850, list all city residents and businesses alphabetically 
by name.  Not until 1892 did the directory also include a list of residential street addresses, thus 
allowing one to check who lived at a specific address in a given year.] 
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1885  Herman G. Possner lived at 351 Friendship Street and worked at the Providence 

Dairy Co., 237 Eddy St. 
 
1886  Herman G. Possner lived at 181 Broadway and worked at the Providence Dairy 

Co., 237 Eddy St. 
 
1887-1892 Herman G. Possner lived at 179 Broadway and worked at the Providence Dairy 

Co., 237 Eddy St.  As of 1890 his business address is also listed as William R. 
Lane & Co., jewelry manufacturers, 35 Potter St.  (No listing for 181 Broadway 
was found for these years.) 

 
1893  Herman G. Possner lived at 341 Broadway (the street was renumbered).  His 
  profession is no longer listed so perhaps he retired.  No listing was found for 
  343 Broadway this year. 
 
1894-1895 Herman G. Possner lived at 341 Broadway.  William H. Morgan lived at 343 
  Broadway.  No profession is given for either man. 
 
House Directories (published separately from 1895-1937; after 1900, these directories were 
published biannually.  Listings are organized alphabetically by street.) 
 
1895  341 Broadway – Herman G. Possner. 
  343 Broadway – William H. Morgan. 
 
1896-1898 341 Broadway – Mr. and Mrs. Herman G. Possner, and Hugo A. Possner, artist. 
  343 Broadway – Mr. and Mrs. William H. Morgan (no Mrs. Morgan listed in 1896), 
   summer residence at Prudence Park as of 1897. 
 
1899  No 341 Broadway listed. 
  343 Broadway – Mr. and Mrs. William H. Morgan (no Mrs. Morgan listed in 1896), 
   summer residence at Prudence Park as of 1897. 
 
1900-1910 341 Broadway – Matthew Coleman, brewer (1900, 1901), Mr. and Mrs Fred 

Gibson (1902-1907), vacant (1909). 
  343 Broadway – Mr. and Mrs. William H. Morgan, summer residence at 

Prudence Park (1900-1919). 
1911  341 Broadway – Edward F. Carroll, physician. 

343 Broadway - Thomas Carmody, grocer, Thomas Carmody, clerk (boarder), 
and Louise Carmody, teacher (boarder), 

 
Tax Records (Archives) 
 
Tax Ledger D7, page 293:  Herman G. Possner and wife Amelia owned Plat 28, Lot 860, 5,000 
sq.ft. assessed as of July 11, 1885 at $3,000 for land and $0 for buildings.   The ledger notes 
that the property was revaluated the next year because a building was added: assessed as of 
May 15, 1886 at $5,000 for land and $9,500 for buildings.  (Note:  the tax rate increased from 
$0.60 per foot in 1885 to $1.00 per foot in 1886.)  Clearly the house was constructed sometime 
between July 1885 and May 1886.  
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Assessor’s Field Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
Field Card for AP 28, Lot 860:  BROADWAY 
 
Herman G. Possner and wife Amelia Possner owned the property as of July 11, 1885. 
Thomas Carmody and wife Annie T. Carmody owned the property as of June 1, 1910. 
Annie T., Anna T. and M. Carmody, as joint tenants, owned the property as of November 1934. 
Maurice J. Dickson and Louise J. Murgo owned the property as of June 10, 1969 (reference 
 Will Book 14, Page 39). 
Sachem Land Company owned the property as of June 15, 1979 (reference Deed Book 1213,  
 Page 846). 
Sachem Land Company owned the property as of August 18, 1887 (reference DB 1641/259). 
Mona R. Barbera owned the property as of January 19, 2001 (reference DB 4568/102). 
 
   
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh 
December 2002 
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